
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Elegy James Biery  

* HYMN 488 The God of Abraham Praise  Leoni 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Proverbs 3:3-6): 

Leader: Let love and faithfulness never leave you 

People: We write them on the tablets of our hearts 

Leader: Trust in the Lord with all your heart 

People: We rely on the Lord and not our own insight 

Leader: In all your ways acknowledge God 

People: God will make straight our paths 

INTROIT  Hopson 

Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near.  ISAIAH 55:6 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

MINUTE FOR FINANCIAL PEACE                     Kristen Freeman  

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Most Holy and Merciful God, forgive us when we get caught up in  
the quest for achievement and power.  Heal us of the resentments  
and envies that have stained your world.  We confess that too often  
we stress duty and obligation and too infrequently mention the joy, 
the wonder, and the peace of living in the way you have shown us.  
Make us fully ready to proclaim with our lips and our lives that the 
crucified Christ is Lord.  In the name of Jesus our Savior we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

THE KYRIE Hymnal No. 565 Weaver  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

+ Children and Middle School Youth leave for Church School Classes. + 



 

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Nehemiah 6:1-9 

* HYMN 92 Beneath the Cross of Jesus  St. Christopher 

SECOND LESSON Mark 8:31-38 

SERMON         “Live Boldly: Beyond Suffering”      Rev. Richard S. Hong 

* NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and of all things visible and invisible;  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father by whom all things were made; who for us men,  
and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate  
by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and  
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried, and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  
and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the  
Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the  
quick and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.  

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and  
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the  
prophets. And we believe one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And we  
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to  
come. Amen.  

THE OFFERING   



  

 

OFFERTORY Into the Woods My Master Went Alec Wyton 

Into the woods my Master went, Clean forspent, forspent, 
Into the woods my Master came, Forspent with love and shame. 
But the olives they were not blind to Him. 
The little grey leaves were kind to Him, 
The thorn tree had a mind to Him, When into the woods He came. 
 

Out of the woods my Master came And he was well content; 
Out of the woods my Master came, Content with death and shame. 
When death and shame would woo Him last, 
From under the trees they drew Him last, 
’Twas on a tree they slew Him—last When out of the woods He came. 
   SIDNEY LANIER (1842-1881) 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER  

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

THE INVITATION 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  Eternal and ever-living God...    

    . . . who forever sing to the glory of your name. 

SANCTUS 568 (choir and congregation)                                         Weaver 



 

 

Pastor: Holy God, in Your mercy . . . 

   . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Pastor: We take this bread and wine and joyfully celebrate this  
Holy Sacrament. ...  And now, with the confidence of  
the children of God, let us pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.  —Revelation 3:20 

All who trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior are invited to  
participate in this celebration. 

BREAD: To be taken individually, symbolic of your personal 
commitment to God through Jesus Christ.  For those who 
are gluten-sensitive, the cups on each paten (bread plate) 
contain gluten-free crackers. 

CUP: Please wait until all are served, symbolic of your  
corporate belonging together in the body of Christ.   
Grape juice is the fruit of the vine used in our  
celebration of the sacrament. 

COMMUNION         Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness  Steven Krantz  
         MATTHEW LEE, CELLO; ELIOT ROMAN, FLUTE 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 277       O God, Our Faithful God  O Gott, Du Frommer Gott 



  

 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Postlude on at Theme of Gibbons Tambling  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Nehemiah 6:1-9 (NRSV) 
 Now when it was reported to Sanballat and Tobiah and to 
Geshem the Arab and to the rest of our enemies that I had built the 
wall and that there was no gap left in it (though up to that time I had 
not set up the doors in the gates), 2Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, 
saying, “Come and let us meet together in one of the villages in the 
plain of Ono.” But they intended to do me harm. 3So I sent messengers 
to them, saying, “I am doing a great work and I cannot come down. 
Why should the work stop while I leave it to come down to you?”  
4They sent to me four times in this way, and I answered them in the 
same manner. 5In the same way Sanballat for the fifth time sent his 
servant to me with an open letter in his hand. 6In it was written, “It is 
reported among the nations—and Geshem also says it—that you and  
the Jews intend to rebel; that is why you are building the wall; and 
according to this report you wish to become their king. 7You have also 
set up prophets to proclaim in Jerusalem concerning you, ‘There is a 
king in Judah!’ And now it will be reported to the king according to 
these words. So come, therefore, and let us confer together.” 8Then I 
sent to him, saying, “No such things as you say have been done; you  
are inventing them out of your own mind” 9—for they all wanted to 
frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will drop from the work, and it  
will not be done.” But now, O God, strengthen my hands. 
 
Mark 8:31-38 (NRSV) 
 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said 
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 



 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the How May We Serve You/Visitor Card in the 
pew racks. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Center at Coffee & 
Conversation where you will receive a Welcome Bag. We have Welcome 
Bags for children, too.  
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Ray Fields, Captain 
 Norma Francis         Arlene Mattis         Lois Strauss         Audrey Svensson  
 
Communion Servers for today are: 
      Rosetta Forshee   Bruce Forshee  Emily Kahn 
 Josh Kahn   Carol Schulzrinne Henning Schulzrinne  
 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Linda Farrell. Linda and her family  
joined First Presbyterian Church in 1993, having transferred from FPC  
of Edgewater.  She is currently a member of Session and the Stewardship 
Committee.  She resides in Edgewater with her husband, Bill, and 
their son, Eddy. Their son Timmy is married and lives in Bogota with his  
wife Brittany and their two sons, Kaden and Deklan.  She is a member of  
the Edgewater Cultural and Historical Committee and recently retired  
from teaching at Fort Lee High School. 
 
The FLOWERS last week were dedicated to the glory of God in loving  
memory of Maria M. Lopez-Zambrana, loving sister, sister-in-law, and  
aunt, given by Carmen, Paul, and Andrew Platek.  

him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.” 
 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If 
any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake 
of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the 
whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in 
return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words 
in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will 
also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels.” 




